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A HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE SUGAR INDUSTRY

OF HAWAII SINCE THE RECIPROCITY TREATY OF 1876

By ROYAL D. MEAD, (Bureau of Labor and Statistics of the Hawaiian Sugar Planters Association,)
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been undertaken by one who has been long-
er tdentiflied with the sugar industry, and
through personal famillarity with the sule
ject, more capable of writing its history
80 many extraneéous causes have stimulat
od, or ut times depressed, the sugar industry
of tho Islands, and so many elements have
ontered Into the lperease of production It
welf, that it was somewhat of n problem,
after gotting in hand all avallable Informa
tion, to know just where to begin.

We will first trace the general develop
ment of the Industry along the lines of pro-
ductlon and ncreage, and will then take up
the varlous causes leading to the increase
of production amd stimulating the Industry,
with
progress made in Its various branches.
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n brief and general account of the

ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION,

Previoug to 1882 there was no organies.
tion of the smgar planters of the Islands,
there Is very little In the nature
relating  to the  industry
during the years betwiéen that time and
the establishment of the first sugar planta-
tion on a eommercial basis

aid
of  statistios

Although this history does not undertake
to go farther back than the date of the
granting of the reclprocity treaty by the
United States, as u matter of general inter
est there s shown In the following table
the exports of sugar and molasses from the
Hawallan Islands from 1837 to 1876:—

Yearly Exports of Sugar and Molasses From
the Hawailian Islands Since 1837—
Its First Year of Exportation.

Year, Sugnr, Lbs, Muolasses

Gallons.
18T onenneenenns 4,456 2,700
838 cvvvnvinanaan LLRTH] 11,5600
M0 i 100,000 76,000
IMHO® . .ivineies 360,000 31,729
1841 1 60,000 6,000
1842t i eEReEENE A ees
B3 ciiaiinrsains 1,145,010 64,220
I8 Liviiavinaae 613,684 27020
T84 covesvevrnnre J02.114 19,363
IRl cevvnnanmrdis 300,000 16,000
1847 i BO4.B16 17,928
HHE cceviananinns 499,533 28,978
1040 ssvnennonnane 653 820 41,285
18040 760,238 120,422
IBBL aavinenaniia 21,080 43,742
1 {14 S 699,170 62,030
1868 .....oiiaii. 042,746 76,769
y + 1 R T 675,717 8372
IBEE (o sciineaianase 289,908 38,304
1888 . ovvvrnnnine b664.805 08 842
1IB67 ..ovvvnnrnnas 700,666 48,486
1868 .ieiiiiianns 1,204 061 75,181
1869 .ooveennnnes 1,826,620 87,511
1800 vvvesmovaniana L4 108,613
OB sseenieenwngn 2562 408 128,269
1862 ......c0vee. 3,005,803 130,445
j 1 QAPPSR 5.202 121 114412
7 | IR S 10414441 240,434
1080 ...ceriivnain 16,218 087 642,819
1866 ... ...... 17.720.10 B61,796
IBRT covwsrvieervy 17,127,187 644,904
1868 . ...... . 18312926 492,830
1868 s 18,302,110 KELE IR
1R70 ... .o 1BTH308H 216,662
1871 ... . 21760973 271291
872 ... . 16,995 402 192,105
11§ NP R DR 23.120.0m 146, 4569
1874 ....... co JABGG 61 $0.060
18TH ....... . 26,080,182 93,722
MBTO . .cvisninanes 26,072 420 189,073

(*) These fgures are from January to
August only, while for 1841 (1) the figures
are from August, 1840, to August, 1841, (f)
No figures for this year but the fAgures of
the following year doubtless Include both.

The following table shows the production
of sugar In the Hawalian Inlands as a8 whole
from 1877 to 1801, st which time the Hawal
lnn Bugar Planters’ Assoolation bogan lesn
fug detalled statistics of produetion.

Years, Quantity Lbs. that this was the largest average yleld per Oahu.
BT covivenssenavenses 26,675,066 acre that the Islands were capable of pro-
'} 7| TR NI 38,431 458 ducing In an ordinary season, and (L was Year P Tons of  Yield per
TR seiivisanilmmiatiiie 49020872 Improbable that the future sugar crop would Sugar Acte Lbs
I aiiiinisaniaaina 63584871 much exceed the total, at least for some : !
1ML .. 93,789,453 yoars. 1897 ..... b.3085 28,929, 10377
IBBR .idiariansninnens 114,177.938 In 1888 the totel number of aeres under 1808 b.373.14 d4.181 ”‘E-‘!"
1888 . iveiiininnen :“:::';:2 cultivation In the Islands was shown as 1899 (..o 6,234, 45,820 14,702
:::; """"""""" l:f'xsu'au follown: 1900 ..... 1,266.6 52,025 14.701
1886 .....i0iieiiies. 216,223,616 Plant Cane. Ratoons. Total. 1001 ..... 13,662 98,897, 14,584
IBBT covvvivvonssrnanns 212,763,647 Hawall ......... 21,960 13012 35872 1902 ..... 16,153 107,570 14,196
1888 ..iciivesnvrrnrnan 285,888 346 Maul ...oieenian 8,007 3320 1417 008 ... 16,684, 121,066, 14,513
180 Lol ey e ST 400 T gy D ige s inaw
.................. 0 Al TR LEE o e i Bk 94,76 4%
1M aoviibernareinenia 274,983,580 Molokat ........ ) 1% 16 A8 e 18,78284 13000476 13207
18 ... 18,178 118.363.2 12,473
From 1891 to 1907 the production by isl- Total area under 1907 ..., 18.004.64 11827246 12,658
ands I shown by the following table: cultivation .... 37,08 22839 61,787
Ll
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Bteam Plow Engines, With the Mill in the Background, of the Kolea Sugar Company on the Island of Kauai,

Year 1801.

...... 1802, 18902, 1804, 1886, 1896, 1807 1898 1849,
Hawall ,, 76,866 568,661 67078 72109 61,643 100,209 120,706 91,606 117,239
Maul .... 36110 28380 32,670 33089 27736 20,087 41047 46,033 54,389
Oabu .... 8079 10606 19864 18843 17433 36,782 28,820 B4181 45820
Kaual ... 24218 24,643 43,000 41,704 42816 51660  BA414  BKGO4 66,350
Total < 146,174 122,270 162,621 166,432 140,627 2256828 261126 220414 282807
TORY cvvivrvvorovas 1800, 1801, 1902, 1903, 1904. 1906, 1906, 1907
Hawall ......... . 116,224 134618 121206 170666 122865 126406 137,760 143,891
Maul ......o0000s BT.047 68349 B6720  B4ATT6  TTHEL 100484 102,860 104,772
Oahy .ioresvarans 63,626 90534 1078Tv 121,066 102019 128006 113760 119274
Kaunl ........... 63,348 67537 GH.720 6LAS4 64800 TEII4  TATEE 72081
TOA) cieovanions 289,544 360,038 3656611 487901 B6TATH 426,248 420213 017

It may be noted In this connection that
the small quantity of sugar produced at
Molokal by the Kamalo Sugar Company and
by R. W. Myer and perhaps others, ls not
included in the above, but this amount 1 be-
lieve Is relatively very small. and the statis
ties of yields are not avallable,

Average Yield. From 1836 up to say 1850
<1856, with the methods of cultlvation then
In vogue and with the use of the most priml:
tive mill apparstus, it was consldered that
one ton of sugar per acre was a fale average
yield,

In 1882, there then being upwards of sixty
mills In operation, a statement of production
and acres harvested was obtained from each
pluntation with the following result:

Acron. Tonn
(2000 bs.)
Inland of Hawall ....... 11,260 28,734
Island of Maul ......... 5,087 13,482
Island of Kauvad ........ 8459 14N
Island of Oahu . ....... 1779 4.784
Island of Molokal ...... 460 473
PRI i diienaion 2180 69,124

Thin glves an average yield per nere of 271
tons of sugar. It was steted st that time

The yleld from the area sctunlly hirvestod
Is not given with the foregolng Agures, und
they are Interesting only as showlng the
steady enlargement of the aren under cultl
vation in wugar,

It appears  that  during  these  years
(1882-1889) a yleld of 3 10 3% tons per acre
from plant cane and 2 From

ristoons wis consldered a ve ¥ good avernge

Lans anh acre

No systematie attempt to record areas
harvested and production thereof was made
untll after the begloning of the Experlment
Station conducted by the Planters' Labor &
Supply Company. In the year 1597 this
Station Innugurated a system of returns
from the plantations showing sncrenge and
production, from which have been compilod
the followlng tables, In some lnstancss he
totals of production are at varianee with
those shown above, but this Is to be acoount:
ed for by the differcat manner In which
s are made to the Experiment Btation
und to the Secretary of the H. B, P. A,

Kaual,

Yeur, Acres Tons of  Yield per

Bugar Acre, Lba
1867 b 11203
1808 BH.504. 10,787
1888 6. 3610, 11,767
1800 63,345, 10,081
1801 07 200 10,421
1902 ..... 69 604, 8,17
1908 61 484, 9,252
1904 ..... 64,603.47 8037
106 ..... T6.810.42 pan
1806 THINTT LAY
1907 ..... 1628049 T2094.68 8864

Maui,

Year, Acren Tong of  Yield por

Suagar.  Acore, Lbe
1887 eee  BADAG 41,047, R LM
1808 ..... B.264.5 45.081 10,881
188 ... 9,205,756 b 11,702
weo ... 10426 67847 11,002
1901 o 1A 68.340 10,237
1902 ..... 11920 hugie. 0,440
1903 ,.... 14026, #.7740 11,693
1904 ... .. 13,948 8 77826 II.IT.'.I
18086 ..... 16,116,406 100, 48357 13 488
1906 ..., 159714 102,961 60 12,594
W07 ... I6T24S 104.772.47 12,629

Hawall,

Year Anros. Tonw of  Yield per

Bugur Acre, Lim
1807 ..... 20,107, 124,736 K410
1898 ..., 307280 $1.004 LT
1509 ..... 33460 6969
1900 . 34004 6,786
1901 10,760 6008
1902 ..... 9,631 115,870 6.064
1904 ..... 48,700 170,728 T.004
1804 ..... AT 057670 132 80604 hi.281
1806 « v e 45,002,890 127 71 5067
oG ... 44 484 000 130,266 7 a1
1007 ... 47907370 144084 55 Guil



